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The Szabo Report: Let’s talk Family Law and the important
things you should know.

Good morning <<First Name>>
  

Welcome to the May edition of the Szabo Report. This
month’s report is predominately Family Law focused
which I think is fitting given the recent roll out of the
NSW Government’s new reform framework for domestic
and family violence; the Safer Pathway program which
is part of ‘It Stops Here: Standing Together to End
Domestic and Family Violence’.

 Safer Pathway creates a streamlined referral route for
victims who are considered to be “at threat” or “at
serious threat” by bringing together local
representatives, including police, Family and
Community Services and local specialist non-
government domestic and family violence services. To
read more about how this new approach will help
victims of family and domestic violence click here.

  
 As a Family Lawyer, I have seen my fair share of
trauma, anxiety and stress as a result of a family
breakdown.

  
 It is common for people to be anxious when they first
contact us for assistance. The anxiety often stems from
their lack of knowledge, information or understanding (or
accurate knowledge, information or understanding) of
the dispute or matter and how it will or might be
resolved.

  
 For those who have been exposed to domestic and
family violence, seeking assistance is extremely difficult.
I can’t commend enough the men and women who do
contact us for assistance, who are or have been
experiencing domestic violence, for their courage and
strength.

  
 Something we pride ourselves on as a boutique law firm
is the fact that we have developed valuable
relationships with trusted advisors in other disciplines so
that we can provide a holistic service to our clients. It is
important to our clients that they not only receive the
legal assistance they require, but also coordinated

One misconception family law clients hold is that
seeking assistance for their mental and emotional
health will be held against them in their family law
matter. While in some cases this may be so (for
specific reasons) it is generally accepted that
separation and family court matters can have a
negative impact on your emotions, after all you are
human!

  
 Kirsten McKenna of Cortex Consulting has kindly
prepared a blog for us which is specifically aimed at
those going through separation and divorce and
provides useful tips on how you can manage your
emotions in a manner that boosts your confidence,
stabilises your thoughts and even help you sleep at
night. If you would like to read more click here.

  
 On another serious note, a recent High Court case has
dispelled the myth that older children in family law
proceedings cannot be made to do anything they don’t
want to. It often comes as a surprise to client’s,
particularly those with older children, the approach the
Court takes with respect to their children’s wishes.
Click here to read more.

  
 In the world of property, a long-running property
development dispute in West Wall shows no sign of
reaching a resolution any time soon. At the centre of
the dispute is a protected Aboriginal site known as The
Awabakal Butterfly Cave, which has been used as a
sacred female meeting place for centuries, but now
has a housing development taking place in close
proximity. Click here to read more.

  
 As always, we encourage you to contact us if you
require legal assistance with your separation or
divorce. We can assist you no matter how difficult the
situation.

  
 Take the first step to your new future!

  
 Kind regards,
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support from a range of services.
  

 

Monique Loveday – Associate Family Lawyer
  

Helping Victims of
Domestic Violence

A new approach to domestic and
family violence is being rolled out
across NSW that involves giving
doctors greater powers to help
victims.

The Safer Pathway program is part
of ‘It Stops Here: Standing Together
to End Domestic and Family
Violence’, the NSW Government’s
new reform framework for domestic
and family violence.

Safer Pathway creates a
streamlined referral route for victims
who are considered to be “at threat”
or “at serious threat” by bringing
together local representatives,
including police, Family and
Community Services and local
specialist non-government domestic
and family violence services.

The Case of the Two
Brothers

 
 
Australia’s High Court has ruled in
the case of two brothers of divorced
parents, deciding that they do not
have the right to choose which
parent they live with. After a
separation in 2010, living
arrangements were made which
were in the best interests of all
parties.

 Problems arose, however, when the
father took the boys on holiday to
the United States in January 2016,
and later informed the mother of his
intention to remain there,
indefinitely, with the boys.

 A judge ordered the boys’
immediate return to Australia, and
an appeal made to the High Court
by the father to overturn this ruling
was rejected.

Mindfulness Can
Empower You
Through Separation &
Divorce

When a relationship ends,
regardless of whose decision it was,
there is often a sense of loss
accompanied by a period when we
question our choices and our
values.   This sense of loss is
perhaps a disappointment in
ourselves for our perceived ‘failure’,
possibly due to our concern for our
children, or potentially due to
undeniably missing the intimate
bond we once had with our partner. 
This sense of loss and the
questioning is human nature and to
be expected.  The bad news is that
we can occasionally get caught up
in the emotions affiliated with the
questioning.  Rumination (over-
thinking) ensues and our inner-critic
is cued, both of which can lead to
self-doubt, anxiety and depression.  

 

Find out more... Find out more... Find out more...

Dispute over Property
Development near Aboriginal
Site
A long-running property development dispute in West
Wall send shows no sign of reaching a resolution any
time soon, reports The Mercury.

At the centre of the dispute is a protected Aboriginal
site known as The Awabakal Butterfly Cave, which
has been used as a sacred female meeting place for
centuries, but now has a housing development taking
place in close proximity.

Find out more...
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Contact us
 Suite 402 Level 4

 88 Foveaux St
 Surry Hills

 NSW 2010
  

PO Box 282 Surry Hills
  

Phone: 02 9281 5088 
 Fax: 02 9281 5988

Get advice, call us now
 02 9281 5088
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